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November 26, 1963 


Mr. William 0. Wirtz, II 

USCG LORAH Statist 

USN Air Statical J080 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Lear Bill: 


Since Maryarma is on leave this week, I will attempt to 
answer your questions. 


The five research outlines you submitted were exceedingly 
interesting. They cover exactly the kind of detailed information 
we so desperately need. However, before approving then as written 
perhaps it would be veil for us to "seminar" them with Phil 
Humphrey upon your return next month. 


The only problem that I see at the moment concerns bringing 
rats back with you - this is definitely out for the present. For 
one thing, DTC has recalled all our permits and there is no 
indicating when these will be returned. Even if we had these I 
doubt-dT we could secure clearance for the importation of these 
animals. 


Have you considered setting up the study in such a way that 
it could be continued there by a colleague during times it is 
necessary for you to be away? Off hand this sort of arrangement 
seems feasible. 


Any arrangements you can make to have vertical aerial photos 
taken of any of the Leeward Islands so that the scale might be 
determined will make you very popular here. 


Undoubtedly Maryans* can make the necessary arrange 
have you take the test for driving Government vehicles. 


K -1 


ats to 


I am looking forward to meeting you and discussing your 
research projects in detail. James Ludwig is being advised 
separately concerning his work outlines. 

Sincerely yours. 


Winston E. Banko 
Director, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 




















P. S. Your copy of the "Program" has been Bent. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

30 Oct. 1963 

Kure Island 


Dear Maryanna: 

Enclosed please find outlines for the projects we now have 
going here at Kure. We now have 11 black-footed albatrosses on 
the island so the albatross study is going now also. I would 
welcome suggestions from Messers Humphrey, Banko and Ely. Please 
note that I should like to use the rat ecology for my doctoral 
dissertation if this meets with the approval of Dr. Humphrey and 
Dr. Layne. I have written to Dr. Layne about the problem, 
sketching for him what I would like to do, but have not yet re¬ 
ceived an answer from him. Please also note the last item on 
the rat ecology project, and see if you can’t make the necessary 
arrangements for me to bring back six live rats when I return in 
December. I will also have to bring back about 100 frozen rats 
and a couple dozen frozen birds so please send me permit info on 
this also. I do not have any copies of the permits out here. 

The shipment of equipment (balance box, McBee cards, etc.) has 
arrived in good shape, I believe the bird boxes are at Midway 
also. 


There are enclosed two outlines for work that Jim would like 
to do out here. I have had time to look over only the physiology 
one. He is interested in that for his own project, though this 
work certainly has great merit for the project also. He has 
written to Dr. Storer at Michigan asking ax about the formation 
of a doctoral committee and sketching some of the problems he 
might like to work on out here. I do not know the status of his 
graduate program, nor what Dr. Humphrey told him with regards to 
personal projects. Jim is working quite hard for me; he seems 
particularly to enjoy collecting and preparing specimens, but I 
do find I have to keep fairly close track of what he is doing as 
he sometimes gets careless with the work. But then who am I to 
talk. 

We expect Ken on the plane today. We can sure use the extra 
help. We are not permitted to drive the trucks here until we 
get government truck drivers Ixhxr licenses. Therefore, would you 
please make arrangements for me to take the appropriate tests 
when I return to D. C. so that I may get a license. I have driven 
4 -wheel drive trucks before, there's no question of ability here, 
just government insurance regulations. Our new liason officer at 
Midway is Lcdr. Herbert W. Kebschull. He came over on the last 
plane and seemed very nice, and very willing to help. Johnny 
evidently gave us a good rating in spite of all our trouble with 
DTC. 
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I have made tentative arrangements for some aerial photos 
of the island to be taken next month. We still have no lab 
space. We have set up mist nets on the grassy areas about the 
buildings and are having some luck with shorebirds. We got 
another Srolla ? in a net last night* and I caught a duck last 
night. It looks like a scaup or goldeneye* except that it is 
much too small* and apparently adult. Another ??? We are 
getting fair numbers of golden plovers in the nets for banding* 
and a few turnstones. 

I must close now if I wish to get this on the plane. We 
are well* and I feel the work is going well. Regards to all in 

D, C. 


Sincerely* 



William 0. Wirtz II 

Research Curator* Pacific Project 




.activity cycles of the avifauna of Green island, Kure Atoll 


a. Observations 

1. Tiro observation towers have been constructed. One is a 
platform placed 60 feet up in a metal frame radar reflector 
giving a view of the southern half of the island; the second 
is a 10 foot wooden platform built on top of a 25 foot high 
dune giving a view of the northern half of the island. 

2. Platforms will be manned by one person with telescope or 
binoculars. Data will be collected in two shifts: from 
dawn to noon and noon to dusk; and several cf these watch 
periods will be conducted each week so that data is accu¬ 
mulated on activity at all times of day, in all types of 
weather, and in all seasons. 

3. Data recorded 

1. The watch will record at 10 minute intervals the species 
and numbers of each in the air at that time on the half 
of the island in which his tower is located, and make 
notes on the behavior of as many of these individuals as 
possible. 

2. The watch will count bii’ds in roosting colonies and attempt 
to determine the size and age structure of these colonies, 
and also record behavior in the roosting colonies. 

3. Activity information will be correlated with season, 
weather, and time of day to present a general picture of 
the activity cycles of the avifauna. 
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II. Petrel and shearwater breeding areas on Green Island, Kure ^toll 


A. Study areas 

1. Two 200 foot square study areas have been staked out in 
areas of noted concentration of petrel and shearwater 
burrowing activity. The areas are primarily of grass- 
vine association bordered by Scaevola and with S caevola 
clumps scattered throughout. 

2. The vegetation pattern of these areas has been carefully 
mapped. 

3. Several banding trips have been made through these areas, 
and more will be made in an attempt to band as large a 
segment of the population as possible. 

4. The position of each burrow within the study areas is 
being plotted, and the condition of use of each burrow 
determined. 

B. Banding returns 

1. The burrowing Procellar!ids are presently at an ebb in 
their breeding cycle on Kure. Project personnel will 
check these areas closely each month to continue banding, 
and, hopefully, to obtain returns on our own birds, 
especially when the next breeding cycle begins. 

C. Growth and development 

1. Data will be kept on the growth ana development of as 
many young birds as possible when the population begins 
breeding again. 

2 . This collection of data wall include weights and measure¬ 
ments, photographs, and known age specimens. 

D. Burrows 

1. Data will be collected on the microenvironment of the 
burrow, including temperature and relative humidity. 

2. Burrows will be dug out and mapped, and carefully checked 
for insect commensals or parasites. 







III. Breeding cycles of the Laysan and Black-footed .albatrosses 

on Green Island, Kure Atoll 


A. Banding and noting of arrivals 

1. The island will be checked daily to note the date of 
arrival for as many individuals as possible, and to 
obtain a band recovery, or band them, on the day that 
they arrive. Birds will be marked with red paint once 
they have been handled, 

2. A record will be kept of pairs formed. 

B. Nest building 

1. The selection of nest sites and the construction of 
nests in natural sites will be carefully cronicled 
on certain marked sites. 

2. Removal and disturbance tests will be conducted on 
marked birds attempting to nest on or near places of 
potential danger to human activities, i. e. the runway, 
to see if it is possible to artificially shift the 
chosen nest site. 

C. Growth and development 

1 . Marked nestswill be studied to collect information on 
incubation period and sharing of brooding responsibility. 

2 . Chicks in marked nests will be weighed first daily and 
then weekly and careful notes will be kept on all growth 
and developmental parameters. 

3. The collection of data will include weights and measure¬ 
ments, photographs, and known age specimens. 


This type of study is also applicable to boobies and 
frigates, and perhaps to more secretive species also, 
and projects on other species may be begun in the spring 
of 1964 as the birds begin to breed again. 


NOTH: 
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IV. Population ecology and biology of the Polynesian rat, nattus exulans , 

on Green Island, Kure Atoll 


A. Live trapping 

1. A 550 foot square study area has been set up at the north 
end of the island. The area has all the ecological niches 
which the island offers; bare sand, sand and grass, punc- 
turevine and grass, open Scaevola with mixed grass and 
puncturevine, and solid Scaevola . The area has been gridded 
and narked at 50 foot intervals. 

2. The study area will be trapped for two 4-night periods 
(1152 trap-nights) during each month the principal invest¬ 
igator is at Kure. All animals will be toe-clipped for 
identification. Record will be kept for each individual 
captured each month of weight, condition of molt, ecto¬ 
parasites, reproductive status, and date and trap station 
of each capture. This portion of the study will provide 
data on population dynamics and structure, natality and 
mortality, breeding cycles, density, home range and spa¬ 
tial distribution, and ectoparasite infestation. 

3. Each station will be characterized by the percent of each 
type of vegetation occurring within a 25 foot radius of the 
marker. In this fashion a crude vegetation map will be 
constructed of the entire area. In addition, arrangements 
are presently being made for vertical aerial photographs 

to be taken of Kure this fall. 

4. The study area has nesting tropicbirds, masked and brown 
boobies, wedgetailed shearwaters, and Bonin Island petrels, 
and will probably have albatrosses of both species. The 
interrelationships between the rats and nesting birds will 
be carefully studied. 

5. Fifty foot square sections of the study area will be chosen 
at random and carefully searched for shearwater and petrel 
burrows; these will be charted on plot maps and their con¬ 
dition of use determined. A careful search will be made 
for nests of all above ground nesting species, and these 
also will be plotted on area charts. 

6 . The breeding cycles of species using this study area will 
be carefully studied. 

Microclimate information will be gathered on the study area, 
including temperature, humidity and rainfall, and diel 
temperature and humidity cycles in various ecological niches 
within the area. 


7 . 




















Polynesian rat, page 2 






B. Collection of specimens 

1. A minimum of 50 animals will be collected each month and 
carefully autopsied. These monthly samples will provide 
information on reproductive status, ecto and endoparasites, 
food habits, molt pattern and cycle, growth and develop¬ 
ment, osteology, and taxonomy. 

2. Specimens will be saved as complete skeletons and flat 
skins in most cases, with a certain portion being made 
into round skins (animals are so extremely fat that they 
cannot be satisfactorily degreased in the field). In 
addition ecto and endoparasites, eyes, stomach contents, 
and reproductive tracts will be saved, A representative 
collection of alcoholic specimens will be taken. Tissue 
samples will be preserved for histological study. 

C. Laboratory colony 

1. A small laboratory colony has been set up on Kure and 
stocked with sexually mature animals in hopes of obtain¬ 
ing information on gestation period and growth and devel¬ 
opment of the young. Wild caught pregnant females will 
also be added to the colony if not taken in the live trap 

3.X* Get m 

2 . Careful notes will be kept on the growth and development 
of any young produced, and known age specimens will be 
collected. 

3» Captive animals will be used for studies on body temper¬ 
ature and temperature regulation and lability. Also 
swimming ability and ability to withstand long exposure 
to open sea conditions in an attempt to shed some light 
on how the population originally arrived on this island. 

4. Captive animals will be used to test preferences for 
natural foods occurring on the island. 

5. If at all possible the principal investigator should like 
to secure the necessary permits to bring a small lab 
colony back to Washington, to be kept in his own home, 

in order to continue experiments on growth and development. 


NOTE: If the project is approved by my doctoral chairman I 
should like the study to be considered as a doctoral 
dissertation. 














V. Plant succession on Green Island, Kure Atoll 


A* Site selection 

1® Two types of sites will be chosen: 

a* Sites of very scant vegetation on dunes or beach, 
and away from human disturbance, which appear to be 
at an early stage in natural succession* 

b. Sites of exlsting vegetation will be cleared to bare 
ground and the pattern and rate of revegetation will 
be studied. 

2. Sites will be marked by a central stake and will be cir¬ 
cular, with a radius of 25 feet. 

B. Mapping and measurement 

1 . Each study plot will be carefully mapped as to the position 
and species of each plant within the circle. 

2 . The height and average diameter of each plant or plant 
clump will be measured at monthly intervals. 

3. Careful note will be made of any additions or changes 
in the plant composition of the study plot. 
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VI* Population ecology of the Hawaiian monk seal, Konachus 
schauinsiandi, on Green Island, Kure Atoll 


A. Tagging 


!• An effort will be made to tag every animal in this atoll, 
and record kept of age at capture, sex, and date and 
location of original capture. Marker stakes have been 
placed at 100 yard intervals around the entire perimeter 
of the island to assist in fixing tagging localities and 
later sites of observation of tagged individuals, 

2. Record wall be kept of movements of all tagged individuals, 
including date and locality of additional sightings, time 
of day, and behavior* 

E. Growth and development 

1. An attempt will be made to develop a suitable tranquilizer 
dosage for adult animals so that data may be collected on 
weight and measurements, reproductive condition, and eeto~ 

, and blood samples taken if desired* 

2. A careful study will be made on the growth and development 
of all young born during the principal investigator’s tour 
at Kure, including weights and measurements, behavior and 
physical aptitude, and movements* 

C. Collection of specimens 

1* A limited number of specimens will be collected for com^ 
plete skeletons, and skins if at all possible. Careful 
autopsy will be made and the following data recorded; 
weights and measurements of organs, reproductive condition, 
stomach contents, ecto and endoparasites * Tissue samples 
from as many organs as practical will be preserved for 
histological studies. Reproductive tracts will be saved. 
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AIRMAIL - REGISTERED 

November 22, 1965 



Mr. David A. Brat ley 
Smithsonian Institution 
Division of Birds 
PO Box 91o7 

Honolulu 20, Hawaii 9682 0 


Dear David; 

Enclosed Is a letter which came for you here and also an 
Advance Check to cover your field expenses, etc,, until February 
If you need any more $ just let know and we’ll try and take 

. ‘ ' 5 ' ' ... . 

care of it. 

? - 

• • 

Sincerely yours, 

Anne Blanchette 
Division of Birds 

- 

$ -J?- 

- 

■ 

Enclosures 



AIRMAIL - REGISTERED 


November 2£, 1963 


Mr. Roger Clapp 
Smithsonian Institution 
Division of Birds 
PO Box 9187 

Honolulu 20, Hawaii 96820 


Dear Roger: 

I’m enclosing some mall for you and also an Advance Check to 
hold you over until February. If you need any more $ just let us know 
and we will dig son® up for you. 


Sincerely yours. 


Anne Blanchette 
Division of Birds 


Enclosures 





Hovwnber 22, 19 S 5 


/ 


Mr. James P. Ludwig 
USCG'LOBM Station 
USN Air Station 3C0O 
FPO San Francisco, California 

Dear Mr. Ludvig: 


I have a couple of comments to make with regard to the outlines 
you submitted with Mr. Wirtz's letter of 50th of October. 


1. Your proposal for detailed physiological studies cm 
metabolic rates and homiotheraisra in biaxis sounds very 
interesting and potentially productive. It would seem 
best, however, to defer any decision about this phase of 
research until after your return to Washington and we ore 
able to discuss the matters with Dr. Humphrey. 


2. Your investigation aimed at gathering information on body 
temperatures of birds may be useful, as you say, in the 
definition of niches. We will be very interested in what 
you discover in this field. 

We are looking forward to discussing the outcome of your 
conversations with a doctoral committee at the University of Michigan 
and your research plan With you upon your arrival here in December. 
Offhand there does not seem to be any obstacle to your tackling a 
Sula research opportunity if such work will further Program goals 
substantially. 


We have sent you a copy of the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey 
Program for your information. You will note that goals have been 
delineated * 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston E. Banka 
Director, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


P. S. Incidentally, I am Just plain Mr. not a Fh. D. 






Mr. James Pinson Ludwig 
Kure LORAN Station 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


Dr. Winston Banko, Director, 

Pacific Project, Smithsonian Institution 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


November 9» 19^3 


Dear Dr. Banko, 

When I interviewed with Dr. Humphrey for go* the Pacific Project 
I was told that it would be possible to gather the material for a doctoral 
dissertation while engaged in the work of the project. I would like to 
request at this time permission to work on the three species of the genus 
Sula for a doctoral thesis. 


When I left the University of Michigan to take this position with 
the Smithsonian I had completed 39 hours of graduate credit and passed the 
Preliminary Graduate Examination which qualified me to proceed towards the 
doctorate and exempted me from taking a Master's prior to the doctorate. I 
am in a position to use data gathered in the Pacific Project to work up 
thesis problem, and I trust that this can be arranged, particularly in view 
conversations which I had with Dr. Humphrey on this subject. 

The particular problem which I have in mind involves the inter¬ 
specific adaptations of each species in the genus. I wish to do an ecological 
( i.e. field ) problem,not strictly a taxonomic problem. Here at Kure Atoll 
the three species are present in large enough populations to do a field 
problem on the genus. My approach would center around definition of the 
niche which each species occupies here, and the physiological and structural 
modifications which suit each species best in their niche. Food Habits and 
behavior studies would be used to unravel the picture. Kure Atoll seems to 
be a different atoll from the rest in the chain of the leeward Hawaiian 
Islands because of vegetation, and the apparent sterility of^a^oll in 
comparison with other more active marine communities in the other islands 
of the chain. 


My purpose in directing this letter to you now is to make you 
aware of my interests in the booby populations, and ray interest in obtaining 
thesis information from the project. When I get to Washington in late 
December I will have sounded out a possible doctoral committee at the 
University of Michigan, and I expect to have a tenative plan of research 
at that time. At that time ^will be most interested in determining 
whether or not it will be fesible to carry out such a program of research 
and indeed if such a program can be fitted into the larger designs of 
the project. 

I trust that these matters can be arranged in December and I 
will look forward to our conversations at that time. I am. 















Proposal fpr Physiological Studies at Kure Atoll, Green Island on the 
Standard Metabolic Rates and Development of Homiothermisza in Birds* 


One of the most actives areas of research in avian physiology is 
that concerned with Standard Metabolic Rates and the Development of 
Homiotherraism. King and Farner ( Physiology of Birds, Volume 2, Chapter 19 
Academic Press, New 'fork, i 960 ) in their review of this field noted a paucity 
of reliable data and measurements taken under standard conditions. The 
abundance at Kure Atoll of a large number of breeding species of widely <1 i 
bird orders and families presents the Pacific Project with an unusual 
opportunity for research in this field. 

The equipment necessary for gathering data is simple to obtain, maintain 
and use. The Coast Guard at Kure is willing to supply us with sources of 
compressed air and electricity, and the following list is the other material 
necessary. 

1 Constant Temperature Bath 

1 20 ,, xl2 ,, xl2 ,, Animal Chamber ( I will loan the project mine. ) 

4 1 gallon Paint Cans ( Used to make small animal chambers ) 

30 Pounds of Blue ( indicating ) Drierite ( Chemical Dessicant, reclaimable ) 

100 Pounds of Ascarite ( Indicating ) or Soda-Lime ( Nonreclaimable C0 o absorbant ) 

2 50 CC Glass Syringes. 2 

2 20 CC Glass Syringes 

2 10 CC Glass Syringes 

20 Feet of 3/l6" O.D. Glass Tubing 
400 Feet of 3/l6" O.D. Copper Tubing 
100 Feet of 3/l6" O.D. Rubber tubing 

1 Air Pressure Stepdown Valve ( 150 pounds to 5 pounds ) 

1 100 Cu. Ft. Oxygen tank 
1 Adapter Valves for Oxygen tank. 

1 Gallon Mineral Oil 

15 Gallons Ethylene Glycol 

1 18" long Centigrade ( Range -20 to +50 degrees ) Thermometer 

3 10 CC Pipettes 
3 1 CC Pipettes 

24 3 oz. Tubes of Lubriseal ( Sealing grease ) 

2 1 pound Jars Vaseline Petroleum Jelly 
1 Large Sponge 

12' x 2* x 1/4" Sheet of Plexiglas 
1 2' x 2* x 1/2! Sheet of Plexiglas 
1 Bolt Cheesecloth 

12 1 Pound Boxes Plasticene ( Modling Clay ) 

Estimated Cost - $2,000 - 3»000. 






Proposal P« 2 


The method used to obtain data is a closed system. A bird is placed in a 
waterproof chamber containing water and Carbon dioxide absorbing chemicals. 

To the three openings in the chamber are attached an air supply, a manometer, 
and an exhaust. After the animal has equilibrated for two hours, the air 
supply is clamped off, a known volume of oxygen injected through the exhaust 
tube, and the time recorded for the system to resume an equilibrium. From this 
data, a rate of oxygen consumption is obtained which can be converted into 
a measurement of metabolic rate. By suspending the chamber under water in a 
consoant temperature bath it is possible to hold the animal*s environmental 
^omparature conotcniu. Mitn fcne constant temperature bath it is possible to vary 
the enviromental temperature from -17 to + 40 degrees centigrade and thereby 
obtain the entire Temperature-Metabolism Curve for each species tested. The 
same techniques are applied to determining the development of homiothermism 

and the only additional requirement is knowing the chick* s age at the time of 
testing. 

I have used the equipment and techniques described above, and the system 
is practically foolproof and gives a great return of utdlizable data for the 
eifort and time involved. In the past the central problem for physiologists 
has been obtaining and maintaining the birds in captivity long enough to 
gather data. At Aure this problem is virtually eliminated. Furthermore, 
because the different species nesting here do so at different times and 
miroughout mos t of the year, there is a constant supply of birds to be investigated 
mis presents tee Paciiic 1 roject with an unusually good opportunity for 
meaningful research. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Investigation of Body Temperatures and Diurnal-Nocturnal Temperature Cycles 

in the Avifauna of Kure Atoll. 

Homiothermism is one of the principal adaptations of birds, permitting 
this group to exploit many areas denied to pokilothermic animals. However, 

ability to become temporarily torpid, or hyperthermic are important variations 

by Species 

in this adaptationAof the larger group. 

One of the simplest and most useful kinds of information in this reguard 
is knot-dng what the normal ( when the bird is unstressed and healthy ) temperature 
temperature is, and what the usual limits of daily variation there are in 
body temperature. 

Data for this information can bajgathered easily when the birds are available, 
and at Kure Atoll we have already begun this investigation. Rectal temperatures 
correlated with behavior and activity of the bird are taken and ambient tem- 
perature is also recorded. Careful note is made of efforts to avoid or compensate 
for thermal stress ( as by gular fluttering and panting ) and with this informa¬ 
tion it is possible to tell the limits of normal variation, how the bird solves 

the problem of thermal stress, and what the upper and lower limits of tolerence 

ambler T' 

forAtemperature there are. 

Data taken since arriving at Kure indicates well defined temperature cycles 
in Masked and Brown Boobys, and we now have enough data to tell the normal 
nocturnal temperatures in Wedgetailed Shearwaters and Bonin Island petrels. 

We expect to continue this program and obtain data on all of the species here,aiJ^ 
~t>hyS ..ay help us in the definition of the niches which each species»occupying. 









Green Island, Kure Atoll 
November 21, 1963 


Mrs. Maryana Smellow 
Smithsonian Institution 
Division of Bir ds 
Washington D.C. 20560 

Dear Maryana: 

I suddenly realized that you had asked me to write in r egard toiny 
situation with the draft board. Just remember as you struggle through 
this that I am having even more difficulty thumping it out. 

I sent a letter from Sand Island to my draft board just prior to 
receiving the copy of the one you had sent them. Judging from the cloak 
of secrecy you had spread around me, I probably told them too much at 
that ti me. ^informed them where I was, that I was employed by the 
S.I. under contract to Deseret, and that the work consisted of ecologi¬ 
cal studies on the birds of the central Pacific. I will ask Bob Sundell 
to send oou the carbon if it is still on Sand. Jim tells me that his 
classifi cation was changed after he gave his board m&tSc detailed 
information on just what he is doing. I told them that I would be 
glad to supply further details if necessary though I cant see what more 
really needs to be said. If you think another letter from me would 
help, let me know. Isincerely hope something i s happening at that end; 
I want outl 

Being the quiet type myself, I think Sarah will suit me fine. I 
do wonder if her many admirable qualities make up for certain very 
vital deficiencies which I note in her picture. 

Jim and Bill went over to Midway toni ght, hopefully to get ticks 
and the house. Therefore at this point I'll ask you to excuse me while 
I catch up on about 20 hours sleep. Dohttelll 



Kenneth Amerman 



Class of Service 


This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char¬ 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 


WESTERN UNION 


Dp 


TELEGRAM 

W. P. MARSHALL. Prksioknt 


SF-1201 (4-60) 


SYMBOLS 


DL = Day Letter 


NL = Night Letter 


LT« 


International 
Letter Telegram 








The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

LLH098 RA189 

WC199 W BEA071 GOVT DL PD WUX BE WASHINGTON DC 21 114$A 
WINSTON E BANCO DIVISION OF BIROS 
SMITHSONIAN INST WASHDC 
210245 Z« 

1. REQ PERMISSION TO PURCHASE 5*1 CU FT CHEST FREEZER FROM 
SEARS H0N0. FOR SI KURE, NO. W47G31$05N CAT. PRICE I 65 DOLS 
PLUS SHIPPING. 

2 . NOT ADVISEABLE TO STORE INCREASING AMOUNT OF MATERIAL 
INSTATION REEFERS. 

5. SIGNED! W 0 WIRTZ PLS ANSWER BY MESSAGE 
U.S. COAST GUARD LORAIN STATION KURE 
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210245 Z 1 5.1 W47G31505N 165 2 3. 
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Robert Fleet 


Winston E. Banko 



C> >> 


November 21, 19o3 


Progress Report 


We were pleased to receive your undated report of activities, 

October 22 entry permit for Manana, Moku Mann, and Moku Lua Islands, 
and related lists of plants, insects, and maps. This is an auspicious 
beginning and we are anxious to hear what was accomplished in November. 

We trust you are keeping full field notes and in contact with Mr. Takata. 

- 

/s/ Winston E. Banko 






November 21 , 1963 


Mr. Robert Fleet 

Mr. Warren King 

Smithsonian Institution 

Division of Birds - 

PO Box 9lB7 

Honolulu 20, Hawaii 

Dear Bob and Warren: 

Here's hoping that bird banding hasn't been too rough. Just wait 
until you start handling boobies! Your first report was very impressive. 

I have enclosed a list of the Lat. - Long, numbers for each Island which 
you should use in future reports. It divides them up fairly well and was 
taken from the Oahu map you sent. On future reports put in the code number 
96 for Hawaii (under State - Prov.). We have also been putting U. S. 
National Museum under the heading Bander instead of individual names. 

I have sent Banding Schedules and a few Banding Recovery forms so you 
won't have to make your own—sorry we hadn't sent some before now. 

If you see that you are running low on certain bands, write before 
you leave on the next trip so we can ship some more out there. We 
have a supply of most sizes on hand now, but may not after the first of 
the year. You have now seen what , birds my be available and can give 
a better estimate on whate sizes will be needed there. 

While you are on these offshore islands, I would like for you to 
look for ticks. They are not hard to find if you know where to look. 

1. Some may be on the birds themselves. Look on nestling birds especially 
around the head and ears and under the wings. 2. Some may be in the 
nests. Pick up wider the adult or nestling and look for ticks which 
might be crawling in the nest. I've even found them under Blue-faced 
Boobies who build no nest. The ticks may be down under a nest but don't 
tear up a nest looking for them. 3 . Some my be under rocks or wood 
(logs or planks). Over turn a log, piece of wood or large rock and 
look on the underside of it, especially in the tiny holes and crevices 
which are usually present. In general if ticks are present you can find 
them without too much trouble for they will be very conspicuous if one 
looks in the right places. If you find some, it would also be helpful 
to note quantity present. 

We got a very good band return from one of the birds we banded this 
summer. A Gray-backed Tern banded as a local on Gardiner Pinnacles in 













June turned up at Kleta , Bougainville Island, New Guinea in Septa,iber. 
Dr. Sly will convey the rest of the news fror,i D. C. when he returns to 
Honolulu next week. 

Best regards. 


A. B. Aaerson, Jr. 
deseareh Curator 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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William 0. Wirt*, II. 


November 21, 19 63 


Winston E. Banko 

Your letter of October 30 to Maryanna 

Since Maryanna is on leave this week, I will attempt to answer 

* i' 

your questions. 

The five research, outlines you submitted, were exceedingly interesting. 
The^y cover exactly the hi net of detailed, inf* ormat ion we so desperately 
need. However before approving them as written perhaps it voule be well 

to "seminar" them with Dr. Humphrey and myself upon your return next 
month. 

The only problem that 1 see at the moment concerns bringing rats 
back with you * this is definitely out for the present. For one thing, 

DTC has recalled all our permits and there is no indication when these 
will be returned. Even if we had these I doubt if we could secure 
clearance for the importation of these animals. 

Have you considered setting up the study in such a way that it 
could be continued there by a colleague during times it is necessary for 
you to be away? Off hand this sort of arrangement might be explored. 

Any arrangements you can make to have vertical aerial photos to a 
xUiown scale made ox any of the leeward Islands will make you golden. 

Undoubtedly Maryanna can make the necessary arrangements to have 
you take the test for driving Government vehicles. 




Memo to William 0, Wirtz, II 


p.2 


DRAFT 11/21/63 


I am looking forward to nesting you and discussing your fascinating 
projects in detail. I am writing James Ludwig separately concerning his 
work outlines. 

/s/ Winston E. Banko 


PS. Your copy of the "Program" has been sent. 




c c ! T)TC, 










November 20, 1963 


AIR MAIL 

Mr. Bob Sundell 
USCG LQRAN Station 
APO 103 

San Francisco, California 
Dear Bob: 

The Sand Island Report Is shaping up quite nicely. There are 
still few items needed which I didn’t think of in the last letter. One 
is a series of photographs (black and white) of the plants. We need 
close-ups of each species (even introduced ones). Make several photos 
of each at different places (and angles). I have some photos but more 
are needed. I'm sending three rolls of film (along with typewriter 
ribbon). . 

- - . 

Check on the rocky cliff areas along the east beach of Johnston 
(if possible). See if they still are there or if they have been 
destroyed. This was the area where the Bulwer’s Petrels and Fairy 
Terns nested in 1923 according to Wetmore’s Report. We want to compare 
1923 and present conditions. As other items come up I'll write. 

I thought I brought back to D. C. the original pencil outline of 
Send island (which I traced from one Lt. Hayes has), but I can't seem 
to find it. Look in the Project files there and see if I left it. 

If you find it send it back as soon as possible by air mail. I am 
interested in the whole island including the man-made part. 

Best regards. 


Binian Amerson 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 

P. S. One Blue-faced Booby (757-^300) was banded on July 13, 1963 
(already recorded on banding schedule).. The other one (737-Wi-OQ) was 
banded July 2k , 1963 and has not been sent in on a schedule. 
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AIRMAIL 


November 18, 1963 


Mr. William 0. Wirtz, II. 

US Coast Guard LGRAH Station 

USN Air Station, 3080 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Bill: 

Just a quick note,as always, things are too rushed to get every¬ 
thing done. And time flies - I wonder if you will be back in a couple 
of weeks? It is hard to believe. 

The skins arrived and everyone was very excited and pleased over 
the records. Quite a crowd gathered around the trunk, you'd have thought 
it was full of rare sherry or something similar. They suggested that 
you put the Identification on by pencil rather than ink. I think Blnion 
has written you the positive identifications. Dr. Humphrey is in estatics 
- he really marvels at the accidentals. 

In general the skins were in good shape, but moist. Several suggestions 
were made but I don't know if they are helpful. Possibly the trunk should 
not be taped shut to reduce the moisture problem but this may let the PBD 
escape. The oily birds, e.g., Boobies, should be skinned, scraped and 
salted rather than finished, I guess. And they wondered if you used Borax 
on the skins, as there were many fly pupae. 

How's the tick population? And I presume you got ray telegram about 
the blood. Keep a good log on your house building - I bet it's a riot. 

The guys changed hotels from the Waikiki to the Hawaiian King and we 
are now recommending that - soon you will know every hotel in that town. 

I don't think anyone else will be there when you go through - maybe some 
of the Tawakoni people. 

Fred is sick and disgusted with ATF's now and for good reason I 
guess. December should be an interesting month here. 


My very best. 


Maryanna Sraellow 

Research Secretary, Div of Birds 

PS. Banko is to take care of your permit request. Enclosed is his program 
outline. 

Enclosure: Survey Program 
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Kure Atoll, Green Island 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 





November 16, 1963 


Dear Maryanna, 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter to the Senator: I apologise for 
having stirred up such a row in this situation, I have known Toshi for so long 
and so well that on his suggestion I did not at all feel that we would be 
making use of his political influence, although apparently others have. 

After a rather rough week for me things have begun to settle down a 
bit, A week ago I ran into a shutter chasing a rat getting a concussion of mild 
sorts in the process, and later came up with a badly infected thumb. On Bill's 
strong suggestion I spent 36 hours at Midway to see the Docs and look around. 

After five X-Rays of the noggin, they determined that all the normal cracks 
and holes were still in their normal places, and they pronounced me a sorehead, 
but sane. In the little time at Midway I collected 12 birds ( 4 ducks of 3 
kinds, and a sooty petrel ) and surveyed some of the populations. Apparently 
you all back in D.C. have had the impression that we have been running regularly 
from Midway to Kure and vice-versa. This is not so, as this was the first time 
any of the Smithsonian party had been on Midway since MiBf Sept. 20 except for 
Ken's overnight sojourn there. We have not been going because we waste too much 
time enroute and we have no lab facilities there. If you want persons! on Midway 
all the time you must provide them with a similarly equiped lab to the Kure plant. 
Skinning, banding, weighing, measuring, and keeping records in the BOQ is 
simply an unacceptable manner of operation* at least for any length of time. 

At Kure for)the moment the maximum number o£ our team that we can handle is three - 
no more. With the construction crew in operation here that is the upper limit, 
but probably by spring more men can be accomodated. Accordingly, when Clapp and 
King arrive Dec. 3, I will go to Midway to work alone and leave Kure and Ken 
to train the new men. Personally, I would rather stay at Kure because of the 
amount of valuable comparative biological data that can be obtained where the 
animal populations are largely undisturbed, but since I know the tt naval ropes " 
at Midway^this is the logical move. For the 17 days that I will be spending on - 
Midway before returning stateside I will concentrate on the following - 1.) The 
banding of albatross and Bonin petrels ( iTease contact Chan and ask where precisely 
his stu dy plots are on both Sand and EasternIslands, e.g. Fuel Farm, Hospital 
corner etc.s I do not want to foul up his study areas, but with out adequate 
breifing, I will unquestionably do so.) 2.) Collection of accidentals and unusual 
birds, as well as salvaging of birds disposed by the Navy. 3 .) The determination 
of the facilities potentially avaiable to Smithsonian for the setting up of 
laboratory facilities comparable to th&se on Kure. 4.) And the obtaining of 
supplies for Kure. I would not recommend having a station of ours maintained 
at Midway: The birds there are not normal and the population is depauperate 
compared to all other atolls in the chain with the exception of accidentals. 

We can do better to direct our efforts elsewhere, and until things begin 
hopping in the spring, three men areenough for Kure. And besides, with that 
rather unbelieveable schedule that you have all laid out for us to accomplish, 
we have plenty else to do in other places. I will have a lot to say on this 
when I return in late December. 

With all of the new changes, 1 will do one myself. Since I will not 
be at Kure most of December, I will summarize the work accomplished on Midway 
from Dec. 3-20, Sept* 6-20, and Nov. 13-13' I expect that Ken will be in 






a much better position to tell you about Kure in December than I. Bill plans to 
bring the November rej&ts with him when he comes. 

Albatross are everywhere here, and the first egg was seen at Midway Nov. 

13, and Kure on the 14th ( Black-foots ). The chicks should begin hatching 
about Jan. 15. All other bird species seem rather quifefe, and lately it has turned 
and Norfeh-windish. He have gotten the vegitation studies underway as of today, 
and now I am tired and the swollen thumb is still that way and I win grumblingly 
go to bed. 

By the way, my plane reservations call for me to leave Hono. Dec. 23, arriving 
in Detroit late Dec. 23 . Merry Christmas. See you at the Luau. 

Jim ( At least I was last week ) 

P.S. According to my calculations, I will be down to $ 12.36 by the time I 
reach Hono. Dec. 21. Would you please advance me $ 100.00 more as I have 
no personal checksof my own with me, and I would like a small cushion when travel¬ 
ing. I'll return it. Honest. Bye Love. 




Dear Toshi and Ruth* 


November 16, 1963 


Greetings again from the far Pacific. 

It is with a sad feeling that X have to tell you that our plana for 
surveys of the main islands have been changed, and that I will not get to see 
your Maui after all in December. We have found such an abundance of work out 
here and a sudden shortage of personal to work here that I am to stay at Kure 
and Midway until December 20. The colleague who was to have joined me has also 
found more than he expected at his post* and we are simply unable to complete 
our work here until at least the middle of December. But* we will definitely 
do these surveys in the future* so I shall se Maui then. I am very sorry not 
to be able to see you all as we had planned. 

Even though the plans have changed, the Pagination of this work 
comas quite dose to making up for the disappointment. I wish that I could tell 
you how much I am enjoying all of this* and mostly how much there is to be 
learned from it. Our team here is doing well and our only problem is that there 
is so much to do and too few of us to do it. Lately there have bean the albatross 
in large numbers to keep us busy* and these are so interesting as to keep me 
spellbound. I would like to send a few home as petal This along with the new 
orders for living ectoparasites from the animals do justice to Toshi*s saying 
about the army and its way ” Hurry up and wait. 11 . Here because we are civilians 
we hurry all the time and wait for now orders* 

All the news from Michigan continues as excellent. Ted tells me that 
he is a very moody bride-groom-to-be, and Barb spends a lot of time flying. 

They have furnished their apartment and will live in Ann Arbor until fed finishes 
his Medical School. I can tell from both of their letters that they are and «^n 
be very happy together. I gather that Ted feels he cannot come to the islands 
for their honeymoon because of school and finances and I imagine that he has 
already written to you about this. Mother and Dad are well, and Dad continues 
his very active alumni work at the University. Mow seems to have made it her new 
career to welcome her new rt daughter M into the Ludwig clan, and from what Ted 
says on this B She is so fcjtsy with Kora that I have to make appointments to see her 
when Mom is about.” they have hit It off fabulously. After all. Mom always wanted 
a daughter to balance out the rather rambundous boys of the family, aid now 
she has one so I guess that it is only natural for her to make such a fuss. 

ify new schedule calls for me to leave Midway Dec. 20, arriving in 
Honolulu early Dec. 21 and flying out for the states on the 22ed. I 
call when getting in to wish you all the best of Christmas holidays and to 
say hello. I am so sorry to be too busy to make it to Maui* tut that is 
tne life of a biologist I guess when he is in such a place where work in the 
field is so very important. 


Best Wishes, 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

Kure Island 
15 Nov. 1963 


Dear Maryanna: 

Looks like an impressive outline for next year. If I 
have any choice I've already stated that I'd like to con¬ 
tinue with the projects I've set up here at Kure, and I 
hopefully await word as to whether I'll be coming back here 
in March. 

The albatross have descended upon us in hordes now. We 
have handled about 650, banding and recoveries, and there are 
probably that many still without a red paint spot on their 
heads. We found 3 blackfoot eggs yesterday; no Laysans yet, 
but the latter are really beginning to show up in numbers on 
the island. We are finding toe-dipped rats from the study 
area around the buildings; this means they're moving several 
hundred yards and is most unusual for rodent populations of 
this magnitude. 

I have not been able to find ticks anywhere except on 
the rats and I am not positive that they are ticks. We will 
attempt to get a large quantity off the rats and send them in 
hopes that we have the right thing. 

I see that you have 5 men scheduled for here for the 
month of December. The CG station at Kure can only take 3 
men now with the construction crew here. I would suggest 
that Ludwig and man B work on Midway, collecting accidentals, 
censusing populations, and doing a lot of banding; and that 
Clapp and King come to Kure with Amerman. Ken is not familiar 
with Midway and doesn't have a pass for Eastern, but he is 
familiar with the program here, while Jim has been on Midway 
for several weeks already. I believe that this will give us 
our most efficient utilization of manpower. I would like to 
talk with Roger before he comes out here; perhaps our paths 
will cross in Hono. I have set up outlines for the work we 
are doing here with instructions for people who are here when 
I'm not, in hopes that the continual data will be collected 
in the sme fashion by all persons out here. 

I will save ray next formal report till my return in two 
weeks. I will bring back all the band recoveries also, as 
well as the seal skin. I don't see any good way to get the 
seal blood back before then either, though I'll get out some 
messages tomorrow and see what I can do. 




Sincerely, 


Ciass of Service 
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LLAO36 RAO JO DUPLICATE OF TELEPHONE 

WD00S W BEA07S GOVT NL PD WUX l 

MARY ANN A~ SMElIoW DIV BIRDS 
SMITHSONIAN INST WASHDC 

160900Z ACTION TECHNICAL EVALUATION OFC FORT DETRICK MD YOUR INFO. 

1. FLIGHT CONNECTION KURE TO H0N0 RATHER IRREGULAR? CAN'T BE SURE 
SEAL BLOOD WOULD STAY FROZEN? NO DRY ICE AVAILABLE. 

2. WIRTZ RETURNING D.C. ABOUT 3 DEC? CAN BRING SAMPLE WITH HIM 

3. ADVISE IF BLOOD WILL KEEP THIS LONG? IF SAMPLE CAN BE FROZEN SOLID 
W.O. WIRTZ CG LORAN STATION KURE 
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November l 4 , 1963 


AIR MAIL 


POOP TROOPS 

U. S. C. G. WSM Station 
U. S. N. Air Station 3080 
FPO San Francisco, California 

Dear Bill, Jim, and Ken: 

How is the Kure Island Trio doing these days? This 
letter brings some new news items for you. DTC finally 
woke up and is now trying to get Navy vessel support for 
us next year. This may mean YAG surveys continued and 
three more ATF trips. Also a vessel at our disposal. 

At one time the only thing we were getting was an 80 ft. 
Coast Guard vessel. This is now out if the above goes 
through. We should know something definite in a few 
weeks. 

More Progress Reports and letters from Fred came 
in yesterday. His fondness for ATF's is dwindling fast. 
Space aboard the ship seems to be a problem (as always), 
among other things. Chief Giragosian and Huber are also 
causing problems, but don't know details. 

Best regards. 


A. Binian Auerson, Jr. 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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November l4, 1963 


AIR MIL 


Mr. Bob Sundell 

U. S. C. G. LORAN Station 

APO 105 

San Francisco, California 
Dear Bob: 

Well, you are soon to have company. Hope George gets there 
without any problems. He has been given the overall picture as to ■what 
is expected of him while he is there. You will have to give him a full 
set of "working instructions" that can only be given in the fieLd. 

Make sure he learns all of the details of banding and the art of bird 
population estimating. 

The March report has already begun to come into the picture. 

Mr. John Dennis, a professional scientific writer, arrived this week 
to edit the whole report after everyone finishes his segment. Sand 
Island in conjunction with the YA.G grid survey is quite Important in 
this report. Hill wants a detailed account of the fauns., flora, etc. 
of Sand. I have begun some of this already, but your accounts will add 
to it. It is to include up to the time you leave. Be thinking about 
it. Specific things you need to obtain are as follows; 

1. Vegetation map of the eastern part--plot major plants 
(especially Bunch grass. Puncture weed)—general areas— 
on map already drawn. 

2. Plot bird nesting areas (in general) 

3. Make a bird population estimation (including breeding 
status of each) before you leave. 

4. Bring back (or send back air mail now) all ectoparasites 
collected. 

5. Extract from the C. G. Log Book a summary of the weather 
data since July 1. Miller and I did it for a year (up to 
June) while he was there and Lt. Hayes has this report— 

i ask to see it. We found an average temperature (dry and 

wet) for each reading period for each month* Also average 
wind speed and direction per reading for each month was 
taken. Follow this same procedure (rII was calculated 
later). 
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Talk to some of the "long time" residents on Johnston Island 
and try to find out if and when the Fairy Terns breed. Any 
other data on Johnston Island bird fauna will be helpful. 

7* Make sure you have taken overall pictures (black and white) 
of major nesting areas, etc. They might come in handy for 
comparison with mine. 

More Progress Reports from Fred came in yesterday. His fondness 
•.for ATF*s is dwindling fast. Space aboard shjbp seems to be a problem, 
among other things. 

ETC is trying to get Navy vessel support for us next year. They 
Just woke up! This may mean YAG trips for another year and three more 
ATF trips. Also provision for a ship at our disposal. We should know 
something definite in a few weeks. At one time the only thing we were 
getting was an "old" 30 foot Coast Guard vessel. This is now out if 
the above goes through. 

Send in all banding schedules so the secretaries can work on them. 
They win be real busy when everyone returns. 

Best regards. 


A. B. Araerson, Jr. 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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MARYANNA SMELLOW DIVISION OF BIRDS 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE WASHDC 


w g 132050Z 

1. HAVE 20 CC WHOLE SEAL BLOOD IN COLD STORAGE} NO MEANS FOR FURTHER 
PREPARATION. 

§ W 2. PLEASE ADVISE IF VALUABLE TO DETRICK AND MESSAGE FURTHER PROCEDURE 

IF NECESSARY. 


3. HAVE ALSO FROZEN SKIN OF SEAL} WILL BRING BACK IN SAME CONDITION. 





HS 4. SIGNED W.O. WIRTZ 


COAST GUARD LORAN STATION KURE 










SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 




Sand Island, Johnston Island Atoll 
November 13, 1963 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Pacific Project Secretary 
Division of Birds 
Smiths onia n Ins titution 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

I have been neglecting my duties as a correspondence for quite some time 
now but this letter and all of the enclosed goodies should serve to bring thing, 
pretty well up to date. If I hold s letter up much longer there will be an¬ 
other enclosure in the form of the next progress report! 


I think that your last letter deserves some comments, Maryanna, so here 
goes. As you requested all messages to DIG have been sent with info copies to 
Smithsonian. I will not go into a lengthy explanation of the message concern- 
irg the cargo flight s/pre ceding the last bird shipment since this can wait until 
I return to Washington. The letter to ^udduth concerning the unsuccessful bird 
shipment of Sept. 27 is enclosed. I felt that it was highly desirable to give 
him the complete story from this end as to why the bird shipment did not go out 
on the He did not get all of the facts from our talk by radio that after¬ 

noon so this was an attempt M to spread oil on the troubled waters* 1 • I certain¬ 
ly hope that this letter did not aggravate him or anyone else. 

The schedule that you sent came as quite a shock. When I left Washington 
I was due to leave here Dec. 7 and be back by the 5^. Pat and I made our plans 
accordingly. If there is some particularly urgent reason why I should remain 
here until Dec. IQ I would like to know what It is. If not I would appreciate 
a return to the original schedule. Also I would like to apply for leave from 
Dec. 27 to Jan. 3* We have planned for some time to spend the holidays with my 
family in Jamestown, N.Y. Since December is the month when the bird population 
is at an annual low (according to the crew members who have been here a year) it 
seems to me that two people can easily handle the work here. 

Our supply situation here is excellent. A box with the banding schedules 
C badly needed,, field notebook paper, checklists and three of the Seriese fun¬ 
nels arrived yesterday. The only thing that v,e need urgently at this point is 
a typewriter ribbon (you might send tvio or three). In your last letter, Binion, 
you mentioned that. Banko will be sending out memos soon. If possible you might 
put two or three new ribbons in one of the mailing envelopes along with his mem¬ 
os. I will try to let you know well in advance of our needs ir the way of supplies. 


The bird population has been falling off here considerably during the past 
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Shearwaters and Red-footed Boobies definitely are down in numbers. Fri- 
are up but only slightly so. There are never more than 5 or 6 Sooty Terns 
around during the day ana probably a maximum of 30 or 40 at night. This must 
sound almost unbelievable to you, Binion. The bird situation on Johnston is 
very poor. At the present there are perhaps 20 Golden Plover, a few turnstones, 
1 or 2 tattlers and up to 6 Fairy Terns. I feel that it would be quite futile 
to devote much time to chasing the birds over there. With two people it might 
be possible to climb the ti'ees where the terns hang out (near the PX) and band 
a bird or two but even this is doubtful. 


I saw the Noddy with the blue streamer on its back once about a week after 
arriving (unfortunately I neglected to enter it in my notes) but have not seen 
it since. Since not too many of the noddies seem to have left I will watch care- 
fully for it from now on. I don ! t hold much hope though since it is extremely 
difficult to detect even in good light. It was a most unfortunate choice of 
colors or perhaps the blue was brighter originally. 

Its good to be brought up to date on all of the activity at the Smithson¬ 
ian. It sounds as if everyone is more than busy. The banding recoveries are 
certainly interesting, Binion. Please keep up the flow of these little tidbits. 

There are a few questions regarding some banding reports. Ken and I work- 
on them just before he left. He left a note asking me to find out from you when 
the Blue-faced Booby was banded. Also, should the Christmas Island Shearwater 
and Red-bailed Tropicbird banding reports be sent in since both species have 
left the island? 

It is interesting to hear that there are more people coming on the project. 

I will no doubt feel like a stranger when I return. Thank you so much for the 
snapshot of the new secretary, Sarah (she is indeed lovely although quite obvious- 


green). 


And speaking of secretaries I would like to forward a very special request 
from the ST's out here to you, Maryanna, for a picture (preferably pictures) of 
yourself at your alluring best. These fellows are the ones who receive mysteri¬ 
ous messages on mysterious subiects signed by the mysterious individual named 
Karyanna. Smellow and they want to know what she locks like. I have told them 
but they don ! t believe me and insist that they want to see for themselves. So 
please cooperate and help to improve the morale situation out here (my own in¬ 
cluded 111). 


Thats all for now. The mail run is leaving: immediately so 1*11 rush this 


letter off. 






Class of Service 


This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char¬ 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 


WESTERN UNION 


TELEGRAM 

W. P. MARSHALL, president 


SF-1201 (4-60) 
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SYMBOLS 


DL = Day Letter 


NL=Night Letter 


I y _International 

Letter Telegram 


The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 
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MARYANNA SMALLOW DIV OF BIRDS 

SMITHSONIAN INST WASHDC 10TH & IN DP A VE SH 

1304562 * 

1. CHANGES IN PLANS FOR RETURN TO D.C. FOR LUDWIG ARE APPROVED. 

HAVE ARRANGED LOG AND COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS TO STATES FOR DECEMBER 20, 
DECEMBER 23. 

/ 

2. WILL ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON MONDAY DECEMBER 30. 

3. WE HAVE TWX FROM DESGRET REGARDING 300 LIVE TICKS TO BE COLLECTED W 

US FROM KURE AND MIDWAY; WILL ATTEMPT TO FULFILL THIS REQUEST. 

JAMES LUDWIG SENDS. 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD LORAIN STATION, KURE 


13 0456Z. 1 D.C. 20 23. 2. 30. 3* 300.. 
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AIRMAIL 


November 12, 1963 


Mr. Robert Fleet 

Smithsonian Institution, KLv. of Birds 
FO Box 9187 

Honolulu 20, Hawaii 96820 


Dear Bob: 

Things are busy and getting a bit frantic - so just a quick note 
for now. 

Thanks for the information of the Hawaiian King, I am passing the 
good word around. 

Will you please attempt to make reservations for George S, Wislockl 
to Sand on the 20th? His orders should be in the PO Box. He will 
arrive in Honolulu the 13th if all goes according to schedule. 


With many frustrations. 


Maryanna Smellow 

Research Secretary, Div. of Birds 

PS. Tell Pat the data via Bushman arrived and remind him to please bring 
the Sorting Center data needed on the tummies. 


PPS. Does the other Hawaiian have hair on his chest? 

PPSS. Enclosures on your personnel complement for December. 






xxx 


X 
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WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

Kure Island 
9 Nov. 1963 


Dear Maryanna: 

I just wanted to get off a short "we're all here" report for 
the plane tomorrow. We've been out of touch with the world for 
over a week now as bad weather has canceled out our flights from 
Midway, However it looks hopeful for tomorrow. I'll get in 
another formal progress report in the next week or so. Things 
are still going smoothly here, surprisingly enough. Jim smacked 
his head on a shutter the other night in the dark and messed up 
his forehead, but it's been well taken care of and I'm sure he'll 
be all right, though I imagine it will leave permanent scars. I 
wanted it to be on record in case there are any insurance or medi¬ 
cal questions, though I don't anticipate that there'll be ary. 

The albatross have descended on the island in the last few 
days in the stormy weather we've been having. As of this evening 
we've handled about 375* we're trying to get them as they come in, 
and I would estimate the population here at the moment at about 
450, but there are more coming in each day. The species ratio is 
about 4 blackfoots per one Laysan at the moment. I have a great 
many band recoveries, but I'll bring them back with me in December 
We're up to seal number 85. I caught 534 rats out of 576 trap- 
nights this last trapping period, which is about as efficient as 
a rat-trapper can get. 

I'm making good progress on the building; it's scheduled to 
be brought to Midway on the C. E. Dant (commercial freighter) 
and should be there by 20 Nov* so we can get it put up here before 
Jim and I leave. This was arranged by Lcdr. Kebschull and he 
asked in one message for some accounting data so I told him it 
could either be charged to our account 198091 with NSC Pearl, or 
billed back to the Division of Birds and I gave him our contract 
number. At that time I didH't know it was coming commercial 
freighter, but the Navy has a contract with Dant for logistic 
support for Midway so I don't know how we'll be billed for it. 

I'll try to find out before I come home. 

If approved by the head men I'd like to come back out here 
the end of February or early March and stay until early June. 

Then back out here for August, September and October of 1964. 

Then January, February, March, April of 1965 . I hope to receive 
approval of the Feb. or March return before I leave this month 
so I can leave my field gear here. Time to drop a line to the 
wife. What's the word on the New Year's Eve luau. 



Sincerely, 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
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AIRMAIL 


November j f 1963 


Mr. Robert A. Sun&ell 
US Coast Guard LORAN Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 

S 

Dear Bob: 

Hear that the moon's pretty bright down there these days (or was). 
It can really be a factor in night work. Bushman called yesterday and 
gave us some details. They somehow want frigates but it's not a simple 
matter tc get them in quantity there at Sand as you know. We could get 
some but it would mess up all breeding birds and we can't afford to do 
this. It's not possible to get to those on the outer guy wires and as 
far as I am concerned we should forget about getting to them. Phil 
keeps saying we can reach them with a pole and noose. All I’ve got to 
say is I would like to see him do it. And don't let Bushman do any¬ 
thing drastic like taking breeding birds. He says he is going back 
later this month. 

He also mentioned more Berlese funnels. The shop here has just 
finished (red-tape you know) making 2 sets (j funnels each) which I 
planned to bring out there later for quantitative work. I will go 
ahead and ship these on to Sand and you can put up one of them to try 
to obtain ticks. While you are doing this, collect the other ecto¬ 
parasites from the nests - (give species, date and any other pertinent 
data). I would especially like some collected from the shearwater 
burrows (with old chicks) and other nests for a seasonal species 
comparison. If you have collected any ectoparasites already, send 
them back to the SI so the sorter (Jay Gee Lyon, a new person hired 
for this purpose) can process them. 

Banko will soon get out some memos to the field personnel. He 
is sending a list of common names of birds (AOU sanctioned) we come 
across so everybody's reports will be the same and other people will 
know what we are talking about (i.e.. Blue-faced Booby- not Masked 
Booby and American Golden Plover). Also a standardized procedure for 
reporting bird population estimates and progress report directions. 

All of these should have been done long ago. 

I still don't know all the details from the Sudduth talks. The 
'64- plans are still being discussed. We do have use of an 80 foot 
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p .2 


Robert A. Sundell, 


converted Coast Guard vessel for our future trips. No YAG could be 
available until next spring. 


We got the first letters from Fred and crew in the Phoenix group. 
Their work is running smoothly. Bill and Ludwig on Kure have big plans 
and are now in the process of setting up the house, (once destined for 
Laysan) on Kure. Ludwig wants to do some physiological studies but 
Phil and Banko haven’t bought that idea yet. The YAG has gone out for 
another survey. They collected 19 specimens the last trip - one a 
tagged Wedgetail banded in July. Keep an eye out for more Manx Shear¬ 
waters. They reported flocks of theta. We got a fantastic band re¬ 
covery this week - a Gray-backed, itern banded as a local on Gardner 
Pinnacles in July by us was picked up at Kieta, Bougainville I., New 
Guinea. 

I am doing so much here in DC (i.e., report t , tables, discussion, 
letter writing) that I have not done a lot of ectoparasite identifications. 
It doesn't pay to be the only field experienced guy bach here. Wislocki 
has arrived and is being briefed on procedures, techniques, etc., before 
he comes out.- You will have to show him a lot of details when he gets 
there, as actually doing things are better than reading about them or 
being told. 


Keep an eye out for a Noddy Tern (tern Common Noddy not being used 
anymore) which had a blue streamer attached to it's back (between the 
wings). It had a nest above the concrete bunker on the South side. We 
could not catch it. We didn't think it had a band but would like to 
find out if anything was on the strip. Bushman, incidentally, tagged 
some birds in this fashion on Eniwetok. I wrote him this week about it. 


Well I think my writing has prompted Maryanna to do son® writing 
of her own these days. She still has her hands full doing other things 
though. Oh yes, another bit of news is that construction on the West 
wing of the SI building has begun. 


You won't know the range when you get back. Shelving finally arrived 
for the storage of all our field gear. It's now stored in the area we were 
in, along with Mr. Banko's office space. 


How are supplies holding out there at Sand? Notify us before anything 
runs out (i.e., bands, tags, etc.,), preferably by TWX if you need it quickly. 

Anne's going to shoot me when I give her this long letter to type. I'm 
writing it at my apartment so I'll have time tomorrow to do some of work. 

Best regards, 


A. B. Amerson, Jr. 


PS. We don't have any reprints on using mist nets in wind. The only method 







Robert A. Sundell 


November 7, 1963 



we can suggest is to tie the net to the guy-lines at various intervals 
to keep the net from slipping to one end. If Bushman has a working 
method, fine. 



Class of Service 


This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char¬ 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 


WESTERN UNION 


TELEGRAM 

W. P. MARSHALL. P«#io«Nt 


SF-1201 (4-60) 


SYMBOLS 


DL= Day Letter 


NL=Night Letter 


LT= 


International 

Letter Telegram 


The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at "point of destination 
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WCO53 ¥ BEA 099 GOVT NL PD WUX BE WASHINGTON DC NOV 5 
MARY ANNA SMELLOW DIV OF BIRDS 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE WASHDC 

05 063 0 Z 

1 . SEND BY RETURN MSG THIS DATE INFO FROM SHIPPING LIST ON WHICH 
HOUSE WENT TO NSC PEARL. MUST HAVE CRATE NRS, CUBE, WEIGHT FOR 
ALL PARTS BUILDING 

2 . SEND AIRMAIL HOUSE PLAN AND INSTRUCTION FROM BLUE PLASTIC 
LETTER CASE IN MY FILE DRAWER 

3 . SIGNED C.C. WIRTS II 

COAST GUARD LORAN STATION KUREN 
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AIR MAIL 



November 5# 1963 


Mr. Fred C. Sibley 

c/o Smithsonian Party 

USS Tawakoni (ATF 114) 

e/o FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Fred: 

Ho inter-island survey around the Hawaiian® in December ■with 
Ludwig because Banko is afraid Takata would get upset at having Jim’s 
Senator friend request assistance from Takata's wildlife biologists. 

In addition, he told Fleet to go ahead with King and look into these 
islands. So - no pleasant litter interlude with wahines from a variety 
of locales, no 10 day tour with all expenses paid, and no excuse to 
leave all the Tawakoni packing to everyone else. Sorry. 

You've missed a lot of funnies while you cruise around. 


Sincerely yours. 


Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 



Enclosure 
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November I, 1963 


Mr. James P. Ludwig 
US Coast Guard LORAU Station 
USN Air Station 3080 
FPO, San Francisco, California 


Dear Jim: 

It seems we have a bit of a problem concerning your proposed 
inter-island surrey in December. Politico are a sticky business 
and ire 1 re on the -wrong end this time. Mr. Takata, Director, 

Division of Pish and Game, in Honolulu, has objected to our contact 
with the Senator since we are proposing things which would interfere 
with his program which is drawn pretty thin as it is, from the stand¬ 
point of t ime of Ms field staff ttafccte. The Senator has to go 
through Takata since he controls the Wildlife Biologists and this is 
an awkward situation at beat and one we did not foresee. Mr. Takata 
issues the collecting and banding permits and allows us to operate 
and we have always been on good terms with him. A time or so before 
he lias been upset with us — f irst he was hesitant about issuing such 
broad permits to the SI and later seemed to be afraid we were not 
giving him a copy of all the information we collected on his refugee. 
All in aU, to have gone to some pains to stop and visit with him 
periodically and euc., to try and impress him with the fact we were 
working WITH him and not merely beside him. Be f s not a difficult 
man to get along with, but we must be very careful that we do not 
interfere with his program - especially by political contacts, 
nothing will, geo us in dutch f? faster or deeper it seems. 

Iiov, see the problem? And this time, I think we have to admit 
we wre not using our brain. It is only natural that anyone in a 
supervisory position is antagonised when it appears that someone has 
gone over his head. That is exactly how it looks to Takata. 

I hate to say it, but can you back out gracefully with the 
Senator without giving him the impression that Takata is aroused? 

Tell him anything you want and we will back you. Tell him we need 
jou to continue on Midway since Bill has to leave and you will be 
training new men to take over temporarily^ or the military has 
presented new requests for Midway (collecting tides) which will tie 
you down there| or a scientific excuse, if there is one, about later 
being a better time; or use your imagination - I know it's fertile. 1 







Mr. James P. Ludwig 
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I don’t lenow now when or how we will attack gathering the 
information we need on these islands, but your idea of doing it 
has been received with so much enthusiasm that I'm sure it will 
be done. We will pist have to use a different approach. 

¥e would like you to stay on the Midway-Kure project if that 
is okay with you. Until about December 20? That would put you 
home for Christmas, the wedding, the Dew Year's Eve Luau, and 
other minor activities. By that time you should have Clapp well 
acquainted with your programs and he, with King's assistance, 
can take charge until you return. 

I am wiring Bill today to go ahead on the House project but 
to hold off on new programs until returning to DC. Get your ideas 
down and while you are here they can be explored with Mr. Banko. 
Hopefully by January 1 we will have approval from DESERET for our 
entire 1964 operation and will be able to plan new things with the 
proper prospective. 

Wire me, please, confirming or disputing the December 20 date 
to leave Midway. I will have your orders changed for transportation. 
It looks like you will just about come out even on your money' if you 
stay there until the 20. I won't send any more until I hear the yell 
for help. 

Thanks for all the good information in your letter of October 20. 
It answered many outstanding questions and we're cleaning up details 
here now which have been nagging us. Bin sent the Progress Reports 
and you both receive a Gold Star for the week. You asked about an 
outline for your final report and unfortunately I haven't one to send. 
This is badly needed now that the work is so widespread and the 
personnel complement increased and Mr. Banko has been working on it. 
Trouble is, other things keep popping up, too. Maybe by December 1 
will have something to send you. Otherwise - a "full reoort" as you 
express it is ®3^^p^fefactory. 

I have much more to say, but good grief - look at this - a 
"Venus of the Pencil Pushers" type letter w ill follow soon when you're 
not so saturated with black type. 


My best. 


Maryanna Smellow 

PS. I will wire Fred about the change in plans and lie will come directly back 
to DC. 


Enclosure: copy of chart of pei’sonnel schedule. 
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November 1, 1963 

Mr. James P. Ludwig 

Dear Jim: 

It seems we have a bit of a problem concerning your proposed 
inter-island survey in December. Politics are a sticky business 
and we’re on the wrong end this time. Mr. Takata, the Wildlife 
Management man in Fish and Wildlife in Honolulu has his back up 
over our contact with the Senator. The Senator has to go through 
Takata since he controls the WHflife Biologists and this is an 
awkward situation at best and one ve did not foresee. Mr. Takata 
issues the collecting and banding permits and allows us to operate 
and we have always been on good terms with him. A time or so before 
he has been upset with us - first he was hesitant about issuing such 
broad permits to the SI and later seemed to be afraid we were not 
giving him a copy of all the information we collected on his refuges. 
AH in all, we have gone to some pains to stop and visit with him 
periodically and etc., to zry and impress him with the fact we were 
working WITH him not merely beside him. He’s not a difficult man to 
get along with, he just needs reassurance in the security of his 
position. 

Now, see the problem? And this time, I think we have to admit 
we were not using our brain. It is only natural that anyone in any 
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position is antagonized when it appears that someone has gone over 
his head. That is exactly how it looks to Takata. 

I hate to say it, but can you back out gracefully with the 


anything 


Midway 


you will be training new men to take over temporarily; or the 
military has presented new requests for Midway (collecting ticks) 
which will tie you down there; or a scientific excuse about later 
being a better time if there is one; or use your imagination - I 
know it's fertile 11 

I don't know when or how we will attack these islands, now, 

- ‘ • ' - i - • - - -A- - - 
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but your idea of doing it has been received with so much enthusiasm 


that I'm sure it trill be done. We will Just have to use different 
channels. We would like you to stay on the Mldway-Kure project if 
that is okay with you. Until about December 20? That,would put 
you home for Christmas, the wedding, the Hew Year's Eve Luau, and 
other more minor activities, By that time you should have Clapp 
well acquainted with your programs and he, with King's assistance, 
can take charge until you return. 

I am wiring Bill today to go ahead on the House project but 
to hold off on new programs until returning to DC. Get your ideas 
down and while you are here they can be explored with Mr. Banko. 
Hopefully by January 1 we will have approval from DESERET for our 
entire 19$+ operation and will he able to plan new things with the 







Jim Ludvig 


November 1 , 1963 


DRAFT, p. 3 


proper prospective. 

Wire me, please, confirming or disputing the December 20 date 
to leave Midway. I wiH have your orders changed for transportation. 
It looks like you will just about come out even on your money if 
you stay there until the 20. I won't send more until I hear the 
yell for help. 

Thanks for all the good information in your letter of October 20. 
It answered many outstanding questions and ire*re cleaning up details 
here now which have been nagging us. Bill sent the Progress Reports 
and you both received a Gold Star for the week. You asked about an 
outline for your final report and unfortunately I haven't one to 
send. 'This is badly needed now that the work is so widespread and 

'. - ' 'i ' ■ * 

the personnel complement increased and Mr. Banko has been working on 
it. Trouble is, other things keep popping up, too. Maybe by 
December 1 will have something to send you. Otherwise - a "full 
report" as you express it is most satisfactory. 

I have much more to say, but good grief - look at this - a 
"Venus of the Pencil Pushers" type letter will follow soon when you’re 
not so saturated with black type. 


My best. 


Maryanns SmeHow 


PS. I will wire Fred about the change in plans and he will come 
directly back to DC. 



Enclosure: copy of chart of personnel schedule. 
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November 1, 1963 

Mr. Fred C. Sibley 

c/o Smithsonian. Party 

UBS Tawakoni (ATP 114) 

c/o FPO, San Francisco, California 

Dear Fred: 

Maryanna asked me to send you this. Please read it and show 
it to your crew and send us back your Constructive criticisms (we only 
want the harmless ones, please).' ’ Add to it, delete sob® of it, 
and whatever else you can think of but please send it back to us with 
your criticisms and comments. We will be ever grateful. 

Thank you for sending us the pictures and your letter, we all 
enjoyed reading It and seeing the pictures. To be sure we have them 
placed in a very prominent place in the office. 

Until the next time, regards from us n il 

Anne, Maryanna and Linda (she's our 
new typist) 


Enc. 
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Ilovember 1, 19 63 


Mr, Robert A. Sundell 
US Coast Guard LORAR Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 


Dear Bob: 

Have you ever been lonely? Have you ever been . How’s 

it feel to be Mr. Smithsonian on the entire Island of Sand? Wislocki 
is here and plans to join you on the 20th. 

We are delighted by the good news about Hayes’ attitude. Con¬ 
gratulations - I know you took a lot of nonsense and sowed a lot of 
good deeds and seeds to bring him around. We’ve given you a Gold 
Star for the week. 

Thanks for the progress report, it looks good. 


Our best. 


Maryanna Smellow 



Loved your description of the tidal wave 



PPS. Write a short report on the Live Bird Shipment for our files, please 


Enclosures 
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November 1, 1965 


Mr. William 0. Wirtz, II 

US Coast Guard LGRAN Station 

USK Air Station 3080 

FPO, San Francisco, California 

Dear Bill: 

Many thanks for all the paperwork - it looks good and we feel well 
informed' and up-to-date. The message about your house is to go out 
today saving ’Good - go ahead - construct etc. Banko is working on 
it now. "There are no hesitations what-so-ever that you should have the 
house and need it for your present programs. There is some confusion 
about the new endeavors you and Jim have in mind. Would it seriously 
injure anything to postpone the plans for these until you return in 
136k? This would give you s chance to go over everything with Banko 
while you are here. Hopefully, by January 1 we will have some indications 
on the" entire operations for 19(9+. I am enclosing a draft of an over¬ 
all program and we'd like your comments and suggestions. 

Bob wrote from Sand about the tidal wave: 

"From 1 to 4 a.m, everyone here was on the roof of the generator 
building with a substantial quantity of food, radio equipment and other 
gear waiting to be swept into oblivion by the giant wall of water which # 
fortunately never materialized. It was a most scintillating experience." 

Dr. H. suggested that you carry a gun at all times if you can to 
collect the accidentals. He’s very enthused about your sight records 
and wants you to continue collecting like mad. 

Did I tell you that we will probably be collecting ticks for DTC 
at Midway-Sure? We're waiting for the written request. Binion said he 
thought there were probably same available, but he didn't attempt any 
collecting of them himself. 

Ludwig's plans have been changed, he'll tell you about it, the 
explanation is long and complex and in a letter to him. He'll stay at 
Mdwsy-Kure until Decanter 20 probably. 

Friday evening here and must rush to get this out. Darn Fridays, 
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you can't put anything off until tomorrow.'!] 

Have fun running with the rats - I’ve been running around with 
few myself lately - I hope you're enjoying it more than I. 

Bye, bye - 
Maryanna SmeULow 


Enclosures 



